AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
Application No.: 10/564,718 



Attorney Docket No . : Q9229 1 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended): A sealed container, which comprises 

a container with an end being closed and the other end being open, comprising a 
thermoplastic resin, and 

a stopper being detachable and capable of sealing the open end of the container, 

the stopper having a head portion capable of being grasped, a leg portion A being 
extended downward from the head portion, being along an internal wall surface of the open end 
of the container, and being capable of exerting a fitting force to the internal wall surface, and a 
leg portion B being extended downward from the head portion, being along an external wall 
surface of the open end of the container, and being capable of exerting a fitting force to the 
external wall surface, and 

at least a portion of the leg portion B of the stopper., wh ich c 0n tacts con (acting with the 
container* has a defl ection temperature, under a load of 0.45 MPa o r 0.46 MPa, of 60°C or more, 
and 

at least a portion of the container , which contacts - eonta - etingwith the leg portion A of the 
stoppe r, has 4tttv4ftg a deflection temperature* undci in M ' \ 4*r*4-of 

60°C or more under a load of 0/15 MPa or 0/16 MPa . 

2. (currently amended): A sealed container, which comprises 
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a container with an end being closed and the other end being open, comprising a 
thermoplastic resin, and 

a stopper being detachable and capable of sealing the open end of the container, 

the stopper having a head portion capable of being grasped, a leg portion A being 
extended downward from the head portion, being along an internal wall surface of the open end 
of the container, and being capable of exerting a fitting force to the internal wall surface, and a 
leg portion B being extended downward from the head portion, being along an external wall 
surface of the open end of the container, and being capable of exerting a fitting force to the 
external wall surface, and 

a deflection temperature^ under a load of 0.45 MPa or 0.46 MPa, under-4ead--of at least a 
portion of the leg portion B of the stoppe r, which contacts contacting with the container, u - nd e- r-a 
load of 0/45 MPa or 0.46 MPa , is higher than a deflection temperature, m d ij ■■ of 0.45 MPa 
or 0.46 MPa, under load of at least a portion of the container., which contacts contacting with the 

3. (original): The sealed container according to claim 2, 

wherein a distance of the leg portion B of the stopper contacting with the external wall 
surface of the container is shorter than a distance of the leg portion A of the stopper contacting 
with the internal wall surface of the container in the longitudinal direction of the container. 

4. (previously presented): The sealed container according to claim 2, 
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wherein a position of the fitting force exerted between the leg portion A of the stopper 
and the internal wall surface of the container being greatest and a position of the fitting force 
exerted between the leg portion B of the stopper and the external wall surface of the container 
being greatest are located at different positions in the longitudinal direction of the container. 

5. (previously presented): The sealed container according to claim 2, 

wherein the leg portion A of the stopper has a surface layer comprising a thermoplastic 
elastomer or a thermosetting elastomer at least at a portion contacting with the internal wall 
surface of the container. 

6. (previously presented): The sealed container according to claim 2, 

wherein the stopper has a needle pipe insertable portion comprising a thermoplastic 
elastomer or a thermosetting elastomer. 

7. (currently amended): A vacuum specimen-sampling container, comprising: 



reduced atmospheric pressure state. 

8. (previously presented): The sealed container according to claim 3, 
wherein a position of the fitting force exerted between the leg portion A of the stopper 
and the internal wall surface of the container being greatest and a position of the fitting force 




- the sealed container according to claim 1, the inside thereof being in a 
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exerted between the leg portion B of the stopper and the external wall surface of the container 
being greatest are located at different positions in the longitudinal direction of the container. 

9. (previously presented): The sealed container according to claim 3, 

wherein the leg portion A of the stopper has a surface layer comprising a thermoplastic 
elastomer or a thermosetting elastomer at least at a portion contacting with the internal wall 
surface of the container. 

10. (previously presented): The sealed container according to claim 4, 

wherein the leg portion A of the stopper has a surface layer comprising a thermoplastic 
elastomer or a thermosetting elastomer at least at a portion contacting with the internal wall 
surface of the container. 

11. (previously presented): The sealed container according to claim 3, 

wherein the stopper has a needle pipe insertable portion comprising a thermoplastic 
elastomer or a thermosetting elastomer. 

12. (previously presented): The sealed container according to claim 4, 

wherein the stopper has a needle pipe insertable portion comprising a thermoplastic 
elastomer or a thermosetting elastomer. 

13. (previously presented): The sealed container according to claim 5, 
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wherein the stopper has a needle pipe insertable portion comprising a thermoplastic 
elastomer or a thermosetting elastomer. 

14. (currently amended): A vacuum specimen-sampling container, comprisin g: 
wtoeh-eemprises-a- the sealed container according to claim 2, the inside thereof being in a 

reduced atmospheric pressure state. 

15. (currently amended): A vacuum specimen-sampling container, compr isin g: 
whi€h-eomprise.s - a the scaled container according to claim 3, the inside thereof being in a 

reduced atmospheric pressure state. 

16. (currently amended): A vacuum specimen-sampling container, c omprising: 

which compr ises a the sealed container according to claim 4, the inside thereof being in a 
reduced atmospheric pressure state. 

17. (currently amended): A vacuum specimen-sampling container. ■, omprtsiii'j 
w - h - i6h -- ee - mpf - i - se - s - a -- the sealed container according to claim 5, the inside thereof being in a 

reduced atmospheric pressure state. 

18. (currently amended): A vacuum specimen-sampling container, comprisin g : 
wh i elveempr is es -a- the sealed container according to claim 6, the inside thereof being in a 

reduced atmospheric pressure state. 
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19. (new): The sealed container according to claim 2, wherein the deflection 
temperature, under a load of 0.45 MPa or 0.46 MPa, of the at least the portion of the leg portion 
B of the stopper, which contacts the container, is 60°C or more, and 

the deflection temperature, under a load of 0.45 MPa or 0.46 MPa, of the at least the 
portion of the container, which contacts the leg portion A of the stopper, is 60°C or more. 
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